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Belly dancer to bring shimmering color
to university’s international-arts festival
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Egyptian belly dancer Smaya El Khouby will perform the ancient art l:-f hally ﬂam:lng

at the International Cultural Arts Festival April 10 at Monmouth University in West
Long Branch.




BY VINCE MILLER
Staff Writer

When Soraya El Ehouby performs her
Egvptian belly dance at the International
Cultural Arts Festival April 10 at Mon-
mouth University, she not only will enter:
tain her audience but also will trv to show

———— i
The sin-
uous dance movements already were in her
blood when she started performing in chil-
dren’'s artistic showcases at age'd, she said.

“My mother made me my first costume,”
Sorava El Khouby said.

Since then, El Khouby said she has per
formed in the United States, the Orient, the
Middle East, Europe and the Mediterra-
nean.

The belly dance goes back thousands of
years, she said.

“The dance is a celebratory fertility per-

‘Evoking a rich culture

formance where all emotions come into
play,” she said. “In planning my dance, I
study the ethnic mix of my audience and
base my choreography on that.”

Unlike western dance, there is no formal
training for belly dancing, El Khouby said.

“It's a dance that's passed on from
generation to generation,” she said. “It's
not as scientific as some western dances.
Form and posture play a role in the move-
ments being done eorrectly.

“There is a quarter step, rather than a
half-step, in the belly dance that separates
it from western style of dance.™

Among the highlights of her career is a
performance for the late majesty King Has-
san II and the royal family at their palace
in Casablanca, Moroceo, she said. She also
has toured India, performing in upscale ho-
tels with her show, “Sorava's Night at the
Casbah.”

In the United States, she has performed
at Atlantic Citv casinos, Egvptian wed-
dings, hotel banguets and corporate theme
parties such as Arabian Nights.
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